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Amendments to the Claims 

1 Claim 1 (currently amended): A method of improving resource distribution to network- 

2 connected devices, comprising steps of: 

3 determining whether a requester of a resource distribution job should receive the 

4 resource distribution jo b, further con^p risinp 

5 determining a iob-speqfi c execution window ap nl icable to this resource 

6 distribution job: 

7 by computus determining a requester-speci fic executio n window comprising an 

8 earliest time during the job-specific execution wfadnw when the job is available to [[the]] tW§ 

9 requester; and 

10 concluding that the requ ester should receive the job if the requester's req uest jg 

11 processed during the re quester-specific execution window, and that the requester should not 

12 receive the, job otherwise: and 

1 3 distributing the requested resource distribution job to the requester if so, 

1 Claim 2 (currently amended): The method according to Claim 1, wherein class membership of a 

2 class of the requester is used in the step^f determining [[step]] the requester-sp ecific execution 

3 window . 

1 Claim 3 (original): The method according to Claim 2, wherein the class membership is based 

2 upon a device type of a device of the requester. 
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1 Claim 4 (original): The method according to Claim 2, wherein the class membership is based 

2 upon software installed on a device of the requester. 

1 Claim 5 (original): The method according to Claim 2, wherein the class membership is based 

2 upon one or more characteristics of users who may request the resource distribution job. 

1 Claim 6 (original): The method according to Claim 2, wherein the class membership is based 

2 upon one or more characteristics of a device from which the job was requested. 

1 Claim 7 (original): The method according to Claim 2, wherein the class membership is based 

2 upon one or more properties of a network connection over which the job was requested. 

1 Claim 8 (original): The method according to Claim 7, wherein the properties of the network 

2 connection include (1 ) a bandwidth of the network connection and (2) a cost of the network 

3 connection. 

1 Claim 9 (currentiy amended): The method according to Claim 2, wherein the class membership 

2 is based upon one or more characteristics of an environment in which the job was requested.[[.J] 

1 Claim 10 (currently amended): The method according to Claim 1 , further comprising the step of 

2 installing resources of the distributed resource distribution job on the requester. 
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1 Claim 1 1 (currently amended): The method according to Claim 1 , wherein class membership of 

2 a subclass of which the requester is a member is used in the stQLjrfdete^nining [[step Jj M 

3 requester-sp ecific execution window . 

1 Claim 12 (currently amended): The method according to Claim 1 , wherein the step of 

2 determining a requester-specific execution window eo mpul i ofe the uiilicu [bin, u ses an ordinal 

3 number associated with a device of the requester. 

1 Claim 13 (currently amended): The method according to Claim 1 , wherein the step of 

2 determininp a requester-specific executionwjndgw eompuluig Oiz cailiial liim uses a current 

3 time in mi croseconds of receiving the request for the resource distribution job. 

1 Claim 1 4 (currently amended): The method according to Claim 1 , wherein the step of 

2 detemfoing a requester-specific execu t i on window c om pu t ing flu. u.it;, , A i i; M r ^ m a random 

3 number. 

1 Claim 15 (currently amended): Amethodof improving scheduling of jobs fornetwork- 

2 connected devices, comprising steps of: 

3 determining whether a tob-specific exerti on window ap plicable frf a job requested 

4 by a job requester; of ajub aliuuld nuxivc th e , jub l>j i mjuipuiijig 
determining a requester-specific execution window enr npriainp an earliest time during the , 

j ob-specific execution window , when the job is available to [[the]] tius requester; and 
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7 distributing the job to the requester on]* if the requester-speci fic execution wimW 

8 earliest thu s h as been reached. 

1 Claim 16 (original): The method according to Claim 15, wherein a particular one of the jobs 

2 comprises fetching inventory information related to the requester's computing device from that 

3 device, 

1 Claim 1 7 (currently amended); A method of improving resource distribution to network- 

2 connected devices, comprising steps of: 

3 determining whether a resource distribution job is available for a particular device; 

4 detetmining an interval over which the avail able job may be performed; [[and]] 

5 determining an earliest time in the interval when the available job may be executed for 

6 the particular device ; and 

7 allowing the available i ob to be performed for nr by the particular device o nly if the 

8 easiest tim e has been reached. 

Claim 18 (canceled) 

1 Claim 1 9 (currently amended): A system for improving resource distribution to network- 

2 connected devices, comprising: 

3 means for determining whether a requester of a resource distribution job should receive 

4 the resource distribution io b. further compris^ g: 
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5 m e a ns for determining a iob-soecific execution window applicable to this resource 

6 distribution job: 

7 means for determining a requester-s pecific execution window comprising bv 

8 computing <w earliest time during the iob-specific eye rution window when the job is available to 

9 [[the]] tiiis requester; and 

10 means for concluding that the request ^ should receive the iob if the requester's 

1 1 request is processed during the requester-specific ex ecution window, and thai the requester 

12 should not receive the j ob otherwise: and 

1 3 means for distributing the requested resource distribution job to the requester if so. 

1 Claim 20 (currently amended): A computer program product for improving resource distribution 

2 to network-connected devices, me computer program product embodied on one or more 

3 computer-usable media and comprising: 

4 computer readable program code means for determining whether a requester of a resource 

5 distribution job should receive the resource distribution io b. further comprising: 

6 computer readable program code mean s for determining a iob-specific executi on 

7 window ap plicable to this resource distribution iob- 

8 computer readable Program code means for determine a requester-sp ecific 

9 execution window cornprising by computing a n earliest time when the job is available to [[the]] 

1 0 this requester; and 

11 computer readable program code means f or concluding that the requester should 

12 receive the job if the requester's request i s p rocessed during the rec^ester-specific execution 
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13 window, and that the requester should not receive the job otherwise: and 

14 computer readable program code means for distributing the requested resource 

1 5 distribution job to the requester if so. 



1 Claim 21 (original): A method of doing business by improving distribution of resources to 

2 network-connected devices, comprising steps of: 

3 receiving one or more requests for resource distribution; and 

4 processing each received request, further comprising steps of: 

5 determining a class from which the request was received; 

6 using the class to determine an earliest execution time for a requester from which 

7 the request was received; and 

8 distributing the requested resource distribution to the requester if the earliest 
execution time has been reached. 
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